This is one of the new series of monographs in the American Living Chemistry Series and is the first book to be devoted to hemodialysis therapy. Dr Doyle has considerable experience in this work and in his book covers all aspects of this specialized subject.
There are separate chapters on the principles, historical development, methods, indications and contra-indications of hemodialysis, which occupy 86 pages. A chapter on the effects of dialysis in specific disease states occupies 166 pages. However, almost half of this chapter is concerned with intoxications, which is out of proportion and gives them too much importance. The remaining two short chapters describe alternative methods of treating ureamia and other blood chemical derangements, and the experimental applications of haemodialysis. There is a good bibliography of 462 references, the majority from American and British literature but including some from Europe and Scandinavia.
A publication of this nature was required to correlate the considerable experience which has accumulated on this subject in the last eighteen years since the first dialysis on man. Many clinicians, particularly in this country, would not agree with the comments on page 52 that dialysis services with the more portable apparatus can be initiated in smaller hospitals. However, the book presents an evenly balanced discussion on all the facets of this work.
A small correction in Figure 1 is required: the large circles should be opens and not solid. Chapters in American Obstetrics by Herbert Thoms MD 2nd ed pp xiii + 158 illustrated 36s Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961 Although many are interested in medical history few in our profession have time to engage in serious study or, having done so, have the ability to convey the result of their research to others. Herbert Thoms is an exception. During an active professional life, and still more since his retirement, he has repeatedly delighted his friends by his essays on medical history. Amongst his present readers there must be many who do not realize that this is the same Herbert Thoms whose name is well known in obstetrics, particularly for his pioneering work on pelvic contraction and radiological pelvimetry.
One of his most successful publications has been 'Chapters in American Obstetrics', a series of essays on famous obstetricians of the past. An enlarged second edition has now appeared. Each of its 17 chapters is devoted to a particular obstetrician whose work, directly or indirectlyor even by blunderinghas changed the course of medical history. This is a beautifully produced and illustrated book. Above all, it is interestingly written. The establishment of obstetrics as a medical science; the story of ergot; Oliver Wendell Holmes and the contagiousness of puerperal fever; our own Sir J Y Simpson seen through the eyes ofan American visitorthese are among the many topics fascinatingly described. It is a book of compelling interest, a masterpiece of the simple, clear style of writing, and a 'must' for every obstetrician's book Kimpton 1962 This book by 47 authors is the third edition of a text first produced four years ago. It is a general review of clinical pharmacology written, for'the most part, by clinical professors. By producing new editions every two years Dr Modell aims to provide as up-to-date a review as is possible of the bewildering mass of new drugs, yet avoiding premature judgment on drugs too new to have been adequately tried. Each section contains a brief pharmacological review and good references to the literature, but the main emphasis is on clinical application. The advice is sound'and the author's are not afraid to express their opinions plainly. As a result the tone of the book is refreshingly direct and the clinician, whom the book is designed to help, is likely to appreciate it warmly.
The general attitude of this excellent book is shown by the comment: 'although much that is new will eventually replace the old, many of the new hormonal materials provide no real advan'-' tage to anyone but the manufacturers.'
Histologie und mikroskopische
Anatomie des Menschen by Dr W Bargnann 4th ed pp xv+841 illustrated DM 77.-Stuttgart: Georg Thieme 1962 This volume follows the arrangement usual in textbooks of histology in which the cell, its internal structure and organelles, the various types of tissue, and the distinctive features of different organs and systems are treated' successively.
With the elaboration of its technical methods, histology in recent years has become so accepted a science in its own right that the intimate relation-
